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Regents Refuse to Renew 
Miss Davis* UCLA Contract 




DtMONSttATlON- -Communist Anqelo Davis,' UCLA philosophy 
instructor -whose contract wos not renewed by ut regents^ leods 
pickets marching ot State Building on behalf of thrte bTack:6rison- 
ers who are charged in the slaying . of a guard at Soiedad Prison. 
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4 Public Talks 
Cited in Board's 
15-6 Decision 



BY WILLIAM TBOMBLET: 
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After a long pursuit, the UC Bo$fdr 
ol Regents Friday at last caught tip' 
with Angela Davis, UCLA's OWMmi-' 
oist philosophy teacher; : : 

.After a .three -.hour, closed -door 
meeting here, the regents voted '35r 
to 6 not to renew ;Mi&s pavii'rcot^; 
tract as an acting assistant profes- 
sor of philosophy., for the 197ft-71 : " 
academic year. 

Regents voting for the action, in- 
cluded Gov; Reagan, Ltl Gov. Ed: 
Reinecke, Assembly Speaker Rob- 
ert T. Monagan and Max RaffertyV 
state superintendent of public hi- 
struction. 

Also voting against renewal of her 
contract were Allan Grant, Joseph.-'" 
A. Moore Jr., Wendell W. Witter,. 
Edwin W. Pauley, Edward W. Car- 
ter, John. E. Canaday, DeWitt -A. 
Higgs, W. Glenn Campbell,. WilliaiB 
French. Smith, Robert O. Reynolds 
and Dr. John H. Lawrence. ■ 

Six Members Opposed 

Regents who opposed- the acttoa 
were UC President Charles J. Hitch, 
William E. Forbes,; William It- 
Roth, Mrs. Edward Heller, WiUiani- 
K. Coblentz and Frederick G. Dot- 
ton. • " w.-V-. 

Regents Catherine Hearst, Nar&n. 
Simon and Dean A. Watkins weiji 
absent ' . 

Miss Davis heajd the news ontb^ 
steps of the State 'Building heiei'" 
.where she was speaking in behalf of 
three black prisoners accused of • 
murdering a guard In Soiedad pris- 
on. 

"What has happened to me," she 
said -when told of the regents' vote, 
"is onfy a tiny, minute example of 
; what is happening to them (the pri- 
soners).. -" ' . ' 

"I suppose I just lost my job :be- 
cause- ot my pouucai oeiiets. 'oe 
Soiedad brothers (can) ; lose . their 
lives." . 

Asked if she planned to. challenge: 
or appeal' the decision, she said:- .- 

"I- challenge everyliing the op^ 
pressor does ... I appeal whatsis 
happening to me by struggling for 
people like Bobby Seale and others 
who are in prisons on trumped-up 
criminal charges." • 

Cite Public Speeches 

■ She would not predict the- possir 
ble effect the action might have on 
. campuses in the state, saying, "That 
remains to be seen." 

As expected; the regents based 
their action on public speeches :by 
the 26-year-old militant black teach; 
er. - 

They also expressed concern over 
her "lack of progress" on her P&B. 
dissertation and said her rehiring 
would be "an unwarranted priority 
in the face, of other established and 
more pressing faculty staff needs 

But the major reason given for fhe 
board's action was to be found" in 
four speeches Miss Davis delivered 
—two in Los Angeles and one in 
Berkeley last October and a fourth 
at TIC Santa Barbara in February. 
Please Turn to Page 15, Col 1 
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The majority report said 
these speeches "were "so 
extreme, so antithetical to 
the protection, of -academic 
freedom, antf'spjobvionsly 
deliberately -'false" in sev- 
eral respects as to be in- 
consistent with qualifica- 
tion for appontment to the 
faculty of the University 
of California." ' 
: The majority leaned 
heavily on the finding; of 
a UCLA ad hoc faculty 
committee. 

• This committee found 
that Miss Davis had not 
used propaganda on her 
students and that her poli- 
tical activities had not in- 
terfered with her teaching 
duties. (Both .these char- 
ges h_i been made earlier 
by-several regents.) 
y But the ad hoc commit- 
tee, made up of senior 
proiessora from several 
departments, also found 
that "Miss Davis* choice of 
language in some of her 
public statements is incon- 
sistent with accepted stan- 
djuds . of * appropriate re^ 
straint in the exercise of 
academic freedom ..." 

The committee recom- 
mended that these state- 
ments 'be taken into ac- 
count, together, with all 
other relevant factors, by 
the appropriate faculty 
and administrative ; jaxir 
thorities when consider*- ' 
tion is given to the renew-, 
al of. Miss Davis 1 present 
contract . of employment* ; ; 
Hisreadinc Claimed ; - 

However; the committee * 
(mduded.-that^Ua^stater;; 
ments did-nbt warra nt any 
disciplinary^ action, nor. 
did they provide a reason 
for nonreappointment 

After the . decision' was. 
announced, a UCLA facut 
ty leader said the ffiajbrhy" 
action was. based on > "ja 
complete 'misreading of. 
the ad hoc^cbmmittee re- : 
port.'' ^ 

"This was either' ex- 
tremely cUsmgenoous or 
an outright > fraud," he 
said. 

Chancellor Young consi- 
dered Miss Davis' public 
statements before recom- 
mending to the regents a 
month ago that she be 
reappointed for a second 
probationary year. 

The regents then took 
the decision out of 
Young's bands and turned 
it over to the board, acting 
as a committee of the 
whole. It was this com- 
mittee's report which was 
approved by the majority 
Friday. 

After the meeting, 
Young told reporters the 
regents' action might have 
short -run "public rela- 
tions* gains but in the 
long run "will be harmful 
in a variety of ways to the 
university." 

He said the action "will 
have 3. serious impact" on 
faculty morale and ■ pro- 
bably will lead to censure 
of UC by the American 
Assn. of Universitv 



Professors for violations of. 
academic freedom. 

However, the chancellor 
said be will enf orce the ref 
gents' decision^ "They 
have the authority to 
make that decision and 
that decision' will stand 
uniesait is reversed by -the 
courts,* the .chancellor^ 
stater!" ~ 

While the regents effec- 
tively terminated Angela 
Davis* career as Sjfaculty . 
member with IMday's ac- 
tion there was, much con- 
fusion as to hoV often, if 
at aJL she wilf be •permit- 
ted on campuses a guest 
lecturer. * " 

Credit Courses - ; 

: The UCLA faculty has 
voted to defy the regents 
by paying Miss Davis' sa- 
lary out of their own pock- 
ets next year and permit- 
ting her to .offer credit 
courses , on -'campus. 

Hitch said Friday, the 
faculty can pay her if they 
want to but that- she cam. 
not teach, a course for ere-, 
alt " '.. 

. Healso saidrulfls adopt-: 
ed by the beard last year 
•limit the number of guest 
lecturers and Hie nu mb er 
of lectures that can be giv- 
en in a course" but he said 
he was not sure what, 
would happen if , Miss Da- 
vis moved sfrom course to 
course as a guest lecturer 
nextfalL . " " . "-" 

- - Bafferty said 1 ' the board 
discussed ibis point in ex- 
ecutive' session but could 
not'agree, and? decided to 
wait and- see. what hap- 
pens in the fall quarter. . 

In . a 28-page dissent, 
Coblentz said, "The record ■ 
ieaves no room' for doubt ' 
that- the majority of the 
board singled- out -Angela 
Davis -for special y treat- 

,■ ment : becaufle^of- her: ad- 
mitted membership in the 
Commribist' party*" 

Blocked by Qwrts 

Coblenti hrfedithat the 
board tried 'to' fixe: Hiss 
Davis last fall because of 
her party membersMpMit 
was blocked by the courts. 

"Now, under a mbst 
transparently improvised 
cover, (the regents) are 
seeking to deny her -a re- 
newal .for that, identical 
reasnn,* toblentz said. • 

The regents' action ""re- 
presents-,* violation jA. 
acactemlg- freedom, as well 
as a violation of her free- 
dom of speech under the 
First Amendment,". . he 
stated. 

At a press conference af- 
ter the .executive' session, 
Reagan 'stressed that the 
action against Miss Davis 
was based on "unprofes- 
sional conduct* and -not 
on her membership in the 
Communist Party. 

Reagan criticized her 
speeches — "particularly 
on those campuses where 
there was. already trouble 
and dissension." 

He said "academic free- 
dom does not include . . . 
speaking to incite trouble 
on other campuses. 1 ' 
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